State-of-the-art research in Tanzania to inform
innovative Early Childhood Development
Programming for the next generation.

While important progress has been made in reducing under-five mortality in recent years, poor
developmental outcomes for children under five can last a lifetime and perpetuate an intergenerational cycle of poverty and marginalization. The need for action is widely recognized, but it is
not yet matched by a requisite understanding of the process of and barriers to improving child
development at scale in low-and middle-income country (LMIC) settings.
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anticipated impact
The rich longitudinal cohort dataset
we will generate through this program
will help us develop a detailed picture
of how children across Tanzania are
developing from in-utero until age 3 in
this era of massive economic change.
The resulting findings on the human
development process will enable us to
identify critical points in the child’s
early life when specific domains develop,
when specific inputs (such as nutrition
and stimulation) are most impactful,
and when their influence wanes. By
analyzing material versus non-material
inducements to ECD and determining
those with highest impact and costeffectiveness, our findings will form a
blueprint for ECD programs in Tanzania
at a national scale.
Supplemented by sizable efforts to
disseminate our research findings to
ECD stakeholders worldwide, this
research has the potential to strengthen
ECD policy and programming in
LMICs more broadly, thereby helping
to break the intergenerational cycle
of poverty and contribute to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.
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